George Veditz

(1861-1937)




Early Life

George Veditz was an extraordinary human being.

He was an exceptional student, revered teacher, sign language advocate,
employment activist, writer, filmmaker, and chess player.

He spent the first years of his life just like any other hearing boy might.

He was the son of German-speaking immigrants.

George started out in Baltimore, Maryland.

Although fluent in both English and German, it is sign language that would
eventually become a lifelong passion for George.

This likely would not have happened if George had not become Deaf following a
bout with scarlet fever at age 8.



Early Life (Continued)

George’s deafness did not delay or impede his education.

Learning with a private tutor from age 8-12, he eventually ended up attending the
Maryland School for the Deaf (MSD).

This institution would play a significant role in George’s life.

In the late 1800s MSD was more of a training site for future shoemakers than an
educational institution, but George gained additional experience as the principal’s
private secretary and bookkeeper.

This did not completely quench George’s thirst for education, and upon graduation he
desired to attend Gallaudet University.

Unfortunately, he could not afford college and temporarily ended up working in the
MSD printing office.

Thankfully, George was able to enroll at Gallaudet a few years later, and within four [

Still, George was not done there! He later went on to earn a master’s degree at
Gallaudet as well.
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he graduated as valedictorian of his class. : . =



’ |
George’'s Time as 3
ApparTI Geor [i thave enough of education as a student,
becaus )ésér& é\fars of his life as a teacher.

George taught at the Maryland School for the Deaf for four years, I

but spent most of his time as an educator in Colorado. USRS
After moving to Colorado Springs, George wore two hats at the @& ,
Colorado School for the Deaf, teacher and accountant. COLORADO
He remained at CDE (now CSDB, Colorado School for the Deaf
and the Blind) for seventeen years.

During that time, George founded the Colorado Association of the
Deaf.
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George’s love for Chess

Meanwhile, George enjoyed the game of chess.
In fact, one of his adversaries, a women named Mary Bigler, became his

wifel!
The two continued to challenge each other in chess throughout their

lifetimes and even competed against top world players.




George’s Film

One of the things George Veditz is most known for is a historically
significant film he created called, “Preservation of Sign Language” gastarsdition orn,
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Sign Language

This film later became part of the National Film Registry of the
Library of Congress.

As the title suggests, George cared deeply about preserving sign
language and worked with the National Association of the Deaf
Motion Picture Fund Committee to capture it on film.

There was a push for oralism at the time, which George opposed,
and his subsequent quest to record sign language resulted in a
vital contribution to Deaf History.




George’s change in the
Deaf Community

George also committed his energies to justice for Deaf workers after
observing examples of hob discrimination.
In addition to the right to use sign language, George felt strongly
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about a Deaf individual having fair employment opportunities. forl Masif gl puskonas
George tackled this issue by lobbying to change the rule that Deaf [,

people could not take the civil service exam. ‘j“::igz,“i;::":hh

After a two-year push, including pleas to President Teddy Roosevelt, |itianstatas ““““p,.,\
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the ban was repealed. bsingiisnetpo s e ki
When Taft became president he followed suit by lifting restrictions

on positions and requiring departments to provide a list of openings

for Deaf applicants.

This was a positive and unifying event for the Deaf Community.




George’s Other
Accomplishments

Anyone would be considered as having an illustrious life with all
of the above, but George Veditz had many other
accomplishments as well.

He founded both the Maryland and Colorado School for the Deaf
Alumni Associations, served as President of the National
Association of the Deaf and was involved in the World Congress
of the Deaf (in conjunction with the World'’s Fair).

George was also a busy writer, contributing articles to Deaf
American, Deaf Mute’s Journal and other publications.

George served on the other side of the writer’s life as well, doing
stints as editor-in-chief for one magazine in Atlanta, and another
in Chicago.




Conclusion

Above all, George Veditz's commitment to supporting sign language is the most deeply

felt and speaks directly to the goals of ASLdeafined! We agree with George when he
said,

“It is my hope that we all will love and guard our beautiful sign language.”
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As long as we have deaf people on earth, "
we will have signs. And as long as we ("G, oo Champion|.
have our films, we can preserve signs in ' i
their old purity. It is my hope that we
will all love and guard our beautiful sign
language as the noblest gift God has
given to deaf people.
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Information for this
biography comes from...

Deaf People Web site: http://deafpeople.com

Gallaudet University Web site: https://www.gallaudet.edu

National Association of the Deaf Web site: https://www.nad.org/
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